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Executive Summary  

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b) 

1. Introduction 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

housing, homelessness, non-housing, and community development needs.  Federal regulations require 

states, cities, and counties to submit a Consolidated Plan every five years for the following County 

administered programs: 

¶ Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

¶ Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) 

¶ Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όI¦5ύΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ 

designed to help states and local jurisdictions assess their affordable housing and community 

development needs and market conditions, and to make data-driven, place-based investment 

decisions." The consolidated planning process serves as the framework for a community-wide dialogue 

to identify housing and community development priorities that align and focus funding from the four 

CPD formula block grant programs: the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), the HOME 

Investment Partnership (HOME), the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) program.  

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ hŦŦice of Community Development is the lead agency responsible for 

preparing the Consolidated Plan. As an Urban Entitlement County, Lexington receives and 

administers  HUD funding for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program,  the HOME 

Improvement Partnership (HOME) program, as well as the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 

program.  The following municipalities have elected to be included in the   /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

Entitlement status and currently have agreements on file that include the communities of  Batesburg-

Leesville, Chapin, Gaston, Gilbert, Irmo, Lexington, Pelion, Pine Ridge, South Congaree, Springdale, 

Summit, Swansea, as well as the cities of Cayce and West Columbia. Consistent with HUD's mission, the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛdated Plan establishes a unified, coordinated vision for community 

development actions for the upcoming five years. 

Key elements of this Consolidated Plan are its emphasis on citizen participation and the collaborative 

nature of the process. Throughout the compilation process, grants staff used the input of our citizens 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

Additionally, this input was used to develop strategies for addressing the specified needs. The CounǘȅΩǎ 
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mission is to increase homeownership, support community development, and increase access to 

affordable housing free from discrimination. To fulfill this mission, the County will embrace high 

standards of ethics, management, and accountability and will continue to form new partnerships that 

ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ I¦5ΩǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

level.  Section SP - 25 Priority Needs describes the highest needs of the community as determined by the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ staff, its municipal partners, and community stakeholders. For more details on the annual 

objectives and goals, please refer to the Action Plan section AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives. 

Lexington County became a recipient of the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) in 2018 and will 

coordinate with the United Way of the Midlands / MACH which allocates ESG funds acting as the 

Continuum of Care (CoC) for the Midlands. The ESG grants have the following eligible program 

components to address homelessness: street outreach, emergency shelter, homelessness prevention, 

rapid re-housing, and Homeless Management Information (HMIS). 

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment 

Overview 

As part of the Consolidated Plan planning process which included community input, existing program 

capacity, and analysis of the data, the County has identified the following seven priority needs areas, 

along with specific strategies to address each need. In upcoming sections of the Consolidated Plan, each 

of the priority areas is described and accompanied by detailed strategies and measurable performance 

outcomes. The priorities and strategies were developed to ensure that they align with the U.S. 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ Ǝƻŀls. 

 

Objective 1 Owner Occupied Housing Rehabilitation 

Objective 2 Down Payment Assistance Program 

Objective 3 Special Needs Housing/Housing Acquisition and Rehab 

Objective 4 Public Facilities and Infrastructure 

Objective 5 Public Services 

Objective 6 Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction 

Objective 7 Promotion of Fair Housing Practices 

Table 1 - Lexington County Objectives 

3. Evaluation of past performance 

As part of the consolidated planning process, Lexington County staff members, as well as its municipal 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 

CDBG HOME and ESG services, programs, and projects. To that end, and as the following Consolidated 

Plan will lay-out, the highest priority needs continue to be the development of new affordable housing 

units, the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing affordable housing units, and providing adequate 
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ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀble (non-homeless) 

populations. The County and municipal partners will aggressively support its two highly successful 

owner-occupied housing rehabilitation programs throughout the incorporated and 

unincorporated communities of our County, these are the minor home repair and the comprehensive 

housing repair programs. Additionally, the County and its municipal partners will continue to proactively 

improve public facilities and public infrastructure in the underserved census tracts and block groups of 

the community, which will in turn help to foster safe and decent living environments for our residents.  

Unfortunately, homelessness remains an issue throughout the County, therefore the Office of 

Community Development will continue to provide funding to Transitions, a homeless facility, as well as 

support transitional services for battered spouses and their children and forge further community 

ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

engages Christ Central Ministries, Midlands Housing Alliance, United Way of the Midlands and Sistercare 

in support of homeless veterans, women and children, families, and adult males. The Grant Programs 

Division will improve its collaborations with the Lexington County Office of Veterans Affairs to further 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

community needs assessment process, the County has also identified the needs for our non-homeless 

special needs populations to include persons with disabilities, elderly, persons with HIV/AIDS, those 

struggling with issues of mental health, and alcohol and drug addiction. The County is committed to 

using our resources through public infrastructure, housing, and public service programs to enrich the 

ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƻǿ- and moderate-income citizens. 

 

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 

The County has fostered excellent relationships with many non-profit social services and housing 

agencies. The following are a few of the entities that participated in the County's consultation process:  

Central South Carolina Alliance, the University of South Carolina, Eau Clair Cooperative Health, Lexington 

Medical Center, South Carolina Department of Social Services, the South Carolina Department of Health 

and Environmental Control, Lexington County Veterans Affairs, Lexington County Public Library, South 

Carolina Connects, Lexington Chamber of Commerce; the Lexington County Planning & Zoning 

Department, Lexington County Finance Department, South Carolina Department of Social Service, 

Lexington Medical Center, Lexington County Economic Development, Central Midlands Council of 

Governments, HUD, and South Carolina Human Affairs Commission. 

A. Public Meetings and Hearings 

The County held a series of three public input meetings designed to discuss the consolidated planning 

process and to solicit community input regarding the assessment of community needs. Information 

regarding the dates and times of the meetings was proǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƴƻƴ-profit 
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organizations and sub-recipients. Flyers were sent to incorporated municipalities, placed on the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ bƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ 

to state and loŎŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

website and social media pages. An online community assessment survey in English and Spanish was 

ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ bƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳoted through flyers and social 

media. The County left hard copies of the survey and a drop box in various locations throughout the 

County to ensure the maximum amount of citizen input was collected. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴvolvement and input of some 450 citizens. This 

figure includes the input from public meetings/hearings, online community assessment survey, and hard 

copies placed in the drop boxes. The flyers, sign-in sheets and surveys of the meetings are included in 

Appendix B, C, and E. Additional comments on drafts of the Consolidated Plan were solicited from the 

public during a 30-day comment period. Copies of the draft plan were made available to citizens and 

stakeholders at the main branch of the Lexington Public Library, as well as made available on the County 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ .Φ 

Additionally, copies of all public notices and public hearings advertised in the newspaper may be found 

in Appendix C. Citizens who were not in attendance at the public meetings elected to participate in an 

online needs assessment survey. 

The public input meetings and public hearings were open to all segments of the community with 

accommodations being made for persons with disabilities and for those who are employed. The time 

and accessibility of the meetings were key factors that were considered for ensuring the maximum level 

of citizen involvement. While not every citizen or stakeholder recommended program or service can be 

funded, the Office of Community Development is giving priority to the activities which ranked high on 

the assessment survey and serve the greatest number of needs. Particular emphasis was placed on 

community collaborative efforts that leveraged resources and which have the probability of achieving 

the greatest number of positive outcomes.  

 

 

5. Summary of public comments 

In addition to the input meetings and three public hearings, the County of Lexington hosted an online 

community assessment survey available to our citizens from March 10, 2020, to April 2, 2020.  A total of 

436 English speaking residents responded to the survey, there were no respondents to the Spanish 

survey version. The highest-ranking priorities for housing were helping people with special needs 

(68.46%), providing housing for people with special needs (50.12%), and providing decent affordable 

housing (40.59%). The highest-ranking priorities for neighborhood revitalization were building or 

improving streets, sidewalks and drainage in the area (73.11%), building or improving water and sewer 

lines (56.89%), and eliminating environmental hazards (57.11%). The highest-ranking economic 

development priority was financing projects that increase jobs (51.04%). The highest-ranking broadband 
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priorities were providing decent and affordable broadband (56.10%), and increasing the access of 

broadband to rural areas (56.74%). The highest-ranking economic resilience priority was workforce 

resiliency (51.92%). 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 

There were no citizen views or comments that were not accepted. Based upon considerable citizen 

input, as well as the comments of stakeholders, non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /5.D 

subrecipients, County staff took into account the myriad of comments and opinions provided to staff by 

the public. Furthermore, while not every citizen or stakeholder identified and recommended program or 

service can realistically be funded due to the vast amount of community needs and limited resources, all 

comments have been considered for inclusion of the final plan.  

7. Summary 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 

responsible for the preparation of the Consolidated Plan. As an Urban Entitlement County, the 

County administers the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and the Home 

Improvement Partnership Program (HOME) and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG). 

¶ The County has Intergovernmental Agreements with the municipalities of Batesburg-Leesville, 

Chapin, Gaston, Gilbert, Irmo, Lexington, Pelion, Pine Ridge, South Congaree, Springdale, 

Summit, Swansea, as well as with the cities of Cayce and West Columbia. The County receives 

and administers CDBG, ESG, and HOME funds on their behalf. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ CƛǾŜ ¸ŜŀǊ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

jurisdictions to assess their affordable housing and community development needs and market 

conditions, and to make data-driven, place-based investment decisions. 

¶ For information on specific targeted areas please refer to the Strategic Plan section SP10. 

Section SP-25 Priority Needs describes the highest needs of the community as determined by 

the County of Lexington policymakers, staff, its municipal partners and community 

stakeholders.  For more details on the annual objectives and goals, please refer to the Action 

Plan AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives. 

¶ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ Ƴembers and 

their partner municipalities, service providers and stakeholders have completed an extensive 

review of existing services, programs and projects and identified priority needs. 

¶ The County of Lexington is committed to increasing the coordination among its vast network of 

public, private, and non-profit organizations that provide social services, housing, and 

infrastructure projects throughout our community. 

¶ The County is an active member of the Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless (MACH). 

MACH represents 14 Counties across the Midlands of South Carolina and advocates for issues an 

initiatives that help mitigate and end homelessness. The County is an active partner with the 

Midlands Housing Alliance and currently provides CDBG and ESG funding toward the support of 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
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ŀōǳǎŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /5.D ŀƴŘ 9{D ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ {ƛǎǘŜǊŎŀǊŜ LƴŎΦΩǎ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

County shelter. Through the assessment process, our grant staff is also working to increase its 

coordination and collaborations with area faith-based organizations that are participating in the 

continuum of care activities as well. 

¶ The County hosted a series of three public meetings and two public hearings associated with the 

assembling of the Consolidated Plan.  The public meetings produced vigorous discussion and 

debate from the public and stakeholders regarding community needs and included discussions 

on housing, public infrastructure, as well as public service programs for seniors and persons of 

low-and-ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 

with disabilities. 

¶ Survey data also reveals large community buy-in and the need for the maintenance of older 

housing in tƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aƛƴƻǊ IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

Housing Repair programs. 
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The Process 

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b) 

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those 

responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source 

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and 

those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

   

CDBG Administrator LEXINGTON COUNTY Community Development 

HOME Administrator LEXINGTON COUNTY Community Development 

ESG Administrator LEXINGTON COUNTY Community Development 

Table 2 ς Responsible Agencies 

 
Narrative 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

compilation, and management of the Consolidated Plan process. As the lead agency, the County 

provides oversight in the development and implementation of the CDBG, HOME and ESG programs in 

the unincorporated and incorporated areas of the community. Throughout each phase of the 

development of the plan, the County worked closely with each locality to ensure that the strategies that 

ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-housing community 

development needs. 

As an Urban Entitlement County, the County administers Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

program funding, HOME Investment Partnerships Program as well as ESG program funding from the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The efforts to solicit public input and to 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ-

person surveys, as well as the consultation of a myriad of community stakeholders in order to include 

the engagement of the non-English, Spanish speaking communities of the County. 

The process included advertisements in local newspapers, public notices, public meetings, surveys, 

stakeholder consultations, and e-ƳŀƛƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

Citizen Participation Plan and the copies of the public notices are included in Appendix A.  

The County worked closely with several non-profit and for-profit organizations and public entities to 

assist in the implementation of the goals and strategies identified in the Plan(s). Some of our community 

partners included: 
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the Midlands Housing Authority, the Boys and Girls Club of the Midlands, the Greater Columbia 

Community Relations Council, United Way of The Midlands, the Urban League of Greater Columbia, the 

Irmo-Chapin Recreation Commission, the Babcock Center, Habitat for Humanity, the Cayce Housing 

Authority, the City of Columbia, Harvest Hope, and many other entities. 

The goals and objectives and strategies outlined in the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan were derived and 

expanded upon from the previous Consolidated Plan as well as from the recommendations and 

comments received during the citizen participatioƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ нлнл-

2024 Consolidated Plan will be adopted by the Lexington County Council in April of 2020. 

The County does not operate a public housing authority, however, the Community Development staff 

supports the Columbia Housing, as well as the Cayce Housing Authority (CHA), which is now managed by 

Columbia Housing, in its efforts to increase affordable housing, rental housing, and citizens seeking 

Section 8 assistance. The County works closely with its municipalities and provides technical assistance 

to our sub-recipients, non-profit community development housing organizations, and developers to 

ensure both their and our compliance with federal funding requirements. 

 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Consolidated Plan Contact Information - 212 S. Lake Drive, Lexington, SC, 29072 

Main Line: 803-785-8121, Fax: 803-785-8188 

Robbie Derrick, Community Development Director; rderrick@lex-co.com 

/ȅƴǘƘƛŀ ά/ƛƴŘƛέ IŜƴƴƛƎŀƴ ς Title VI, Grants, and Administrative Manager; chennigan@lex-co.com 

Sandy Fox ς Grants Administrator; sfox@lex-co.com 
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PR-10 Consultation ς 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(I) and 

91.315(I) 

1. Introduction 

The County of Lexington is engaged in ongoing efforts to increase coordination among its public, private, 

and non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

Office of Community Development, Grant Programs Division acts as a nucleus for community and 

economic development in the County. The Grant Programs Division maintains positive relationships with 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƴƻƴ-profit, and social service agencies. 

 

PrƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health 

and service agencies (91.215(I)). 

In addition to maintaining excellent relatioƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ όмпύ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

Office of Community Development maintains close relationships with the City of Columbia, which 

administers the Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) Program on behalf of the County 

and other Midlands communities.  

The County also works closely with the Central Midlands Council of Governments, Lexington Medical 

Center, and several municipalities on health service issues. The County is a member of the Midlands 

Area Consortium for the Homeless (MACH), a consortium representing 14 Counties across the Midlands 

of South Carolina. MACH offers emergency services for people experiencing homelessness and is 

comprised of over 60 agencies. The services provided by the agencies are addiction recovery, child care, 

dental, health care, HIV/AIDS medical care, mental health services, and other support services. The 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘǎ a!/I ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ a!/I 

Board.  

The County continues to provide CDBG and HOME dollars to Sistercare, Inc., a shelter for battered 

ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ {ƛǎǘŜǊŎŀǊŜΩǎ I!w¢ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-medical needs of 

patients who have injuries from intimate partner violence. The program provides patients with crisis 

intervention by offering counseling, emotional support, safety planning, danger assessment, and 

referrals to other resources in the community. HART is currently serving the following hospitals: 

Lexington Medical Center, Palmetto Health Baptist, Palmetto Health Richland, and Parkridge Hospital. 

Sistercare also provides counseling programs for children, individual women, and teens.  

Furthermore, for several years the County has funded the Midlands Housing Alliances Transitions Facility 

(Transitions) to support the health service programs ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ 

population(s). Transitions partners and coordination activities include: 
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¶ LRADAC ς Provide on-site clinical services to treat and prevent drug misuse and addiction. 

¶ PRISMA Health ς The largest not-for-profit health organization in SC. 

¶ Medical Support Agencies ς Eau Claire Health Cooperative, PALLS, South University Nursing 

Interns, DHEC, and SC HIV/AIDS Council 

 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of 

homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with 

children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness 

The County is an active supporter of the United Way of the Midlands, which is the lead agency for 

Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless (MACH) and serves as the Continuum of Care. Community 

Development staff from the County regularly attend MACH meetings and serve on the Board. MACH is a 

task force of the local homeless shelters and other special needs providers. They provide a forum for 

networking and sharing of information among various organizations and agencies that address the 

ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ 

Program Division staff members meet quarterly with regional government representatives to address 

housing, homelessness, and other community development needs. In addition to MACH, other regional 

representatives include the City of Columbia, Richland County, and the Columbia Housing Authority. 

MACH has nearly 65 Community Impact Partners that all work together to improve the communities of 

the Midlands. The County coordinates with MACH to provide resources and funding to multiple 

Community Impact Partners. 

The County provides ESG resources to Transitions, where it is estimated that the facility provides 

housing transitional services and counseling to some 500 County residents annually. The County 

provides ESG funds for the acquisition and rehabilitation and rental of affordable housing (in an effort to 

increase affordable rental housing units to help aid in the prevention of homelessness). The County is a 

supporter of Lexington Interfaith Community Services, an agency supported by Lexington's faith-based 

community and an organization that provides food stability programs, rental and utility assistance to the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭƻǿ- and moderate-income residents. Additionally, the County uses its resources to 

consistently provide infrastructure and public service(s) to support Sistercare, Inc., a transitional shelter 

for battered women and their children as a strategy for combating homelessness in our community. 

Finally, the County is home to Christ Central Ministries, a faith-based organization which is currently 

operating three shelters in Lexington, to include a shelter for women and children, veterans, families, 

adult males, and teenage males. Over the next several years Christ Central Ministries intends to 

construct cottages to further expand its services as a long term strategy aimed at mitigating 

homelessness in the County. 
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Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in 

determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate 

outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS 

The County coordinates with the United Way of the Midlands, which serves as the lead agency for 

MACH, and is the HUD designated Continuum of Care (CoC) to allocate ESG funds. The United Way of 

the Midlands administer thŜ /ƻ/Ωǎ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όIaL{ύΦ ¢ƘŜ IaL{ 

supplies a data cohort that informs understanding of the health care consumption and challenges 

among people experiencing homelessness. MACH requires applicants from current and new partners to 

be submitted every year in order to be ranked in importance of receiving funds. The Ranking Committee 

reviews all of the new applications, renewals and HMIS data. 

 

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process 

and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other 

entities 
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Table 3 ς Agencies, groups, organizations who participated 

1 Agency/Group/Organization TOWN OF LEXINGTON 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The County consulted with the Town of Lexington to 

assess the Town's overall housing, economic 

development, and other strategies aimed at 

improving the lives of the community's low-and-

moderate income populations. The County has 

included this consultation in developing its five-year 

goals and outcomes. 

2 Agency/Group/Organization City of West Columbia 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The City of West Columbia has a substantial low-and-

moderate income population and is one of the more 

urbanized areas of the County.  Lexington officials 

consulted with the City of West Columbia to assess 

the Town's overall housing, economic development, 

and other strategies aimed at improving the lives of 

the community's low-and-moderate income 

population. 

3 Agency/Group/Organization CITY OF CAYCE 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The City of  Cayce is a local government and was 

consulted with regards to the County of Lexington's 

Housing Needs Assessment, Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy, Public Housing Needs, Homeless Strategy, 

Economic Development, Market Analysis, Anti-

Poverty Strategy, Infrastructure, and Community 

Facilities. The outcome is that the Office of 

Community Development would have a 

comprehensive plan which addresses the needs 

identified in our community. 

4 Agency/Group/Organization City of Columbia 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 
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What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

HOPWA Strategy 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

Lexington does not receive Housing Opportunities 

for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) funding.  However, 

the City of Columbia Community Development 

Department administers all HOPWA funds for the 

City of Columbia and Columbia Metropolitan 

Statistical Area (MSA) which include Calhoun, 

Fairfield, Kershaw, Lexington, Richland and Saluda 

Counties. These programs provide housing assistance 

for income-eligible persons. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization Columbia Housing Authority 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing Authority 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Public Housing Needs 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The Cayce Housing Authority is the only public 

housing authority in the County and traditionally 

assists nearly 100 residents in five different housing 

communities. The outcome of this consultation area 

could potentially include improved coordination, 

increased cooperation, and the opportunity to share 

resources. 

6 Agency/Group/Organization Irmo Chapin Recreation Commission 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Health 

Health Agency 

Recreation 
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What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The Irmo Chapin Recreation Commission was 

consulted as a way to assist the County of Lexington 

in assessing the needs of children, adults, the elderly, 

and persons with disabilities in the community. The 

Irmo Chapin Recreation Commission is offering 

groundbreaking programs for adults, seniors, and 

youth with disabilities. 

7 Agency/Group/Organization LEXINGTON COUNTY JOINT MUNICIPAL WATER AND 

SEWER COMMISSION 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

Public Utility 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Economic Development 

Public Infrastructure Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

As part of the five year consolidated planning 

process, the County met with officials from the 

County of Lexington's Joint Municipal Water and 

Sewer Commission in an effort to determine our low 

and moderate-income areas that are currently in 

need of improved water and sewer services. The 

outcome is that there will be a collaborative effort in 

ensuring access to the County's low and moderate-

income residents, when feasible. 

8 Agency/Group/Organization SISTERCARE 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Economic Development 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

Lexington consulted with Sistercare, Inc., the 

community's premier agency which provides services 

to battered spouses and children to include long-

term sheltering, counseling, and job training.  The 

anticipated outcome of this consultation includes the 

need for further assistance to Spanish speaking 

populations, a community that ranked domestic 

violence as among the highest public service 

priorities in the community. 



Demo 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     17 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

9 Agency/Group/Organization SANTEE-LYNCHES AFFORDABLE HOUSING & CDC 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Education 

Health Agency 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

Santee-Lynches Affordable Housing and CDC is an 

independent, community based, nonprofit that 

enhances communities by creating quality, safe, 

decent and affordable housing and other forms of 

economic opportunities that benefit the low to 

moderate-income individuals living in Lexington 

County. 

10 Agency/Group/Organization Lexington Interfaith Community Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Agency providing housing, food, utility assistance to 

low-and-moderate income 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

Lexington Interfaith Community Services now know 

as Mission Lexington is a local interfaith supported 

social services agency serving families and individuals 

struggling to meet their basic food, clothing, and 

housing needs.  LICS was consulted to assist the 

County in devising its anti-poverty strategy. As a 

result of the consultation, the County has included 

mental health needs, housing, and job training as 

critical needs areas as it relates to addressing 

poverty in a substantial manner. 

11 Agency/Group/Organization Central South Carolina Chapter of the American Red 

Cross 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services - Victims 

NGO 
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What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Emergency Needs of LMI 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The American Red Cross (Central South Carolina 

Chapter) is an NGO which proves 

disaster/emergency relief services to families and 

their children, many of whom have no insurance and 

are low and moderate-income. The outcome is that 

Community Development staff must be aware of 

emergency needs as well and work with the 

American Red Cross to assist fire victims with 

identifying community resources. 

12 Agency/Group/Organization Babcock Center 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Education 

Services-Employment 

Health Agency 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The Babcock Center is a private, non-profit 

organization that provides housing, vocational 

training, and work opportunities for over 800 

persons with disabilities annually in the Midlands (to 

include Lexington). The outcome of the consultation 

is that our staff has a better understanding of how to 

coordinate services for persons with disabilities and 

that this population is considered when addressing 

Lexington's public service, housing needs, anti-

poverty, homeless strategy, and economic 

development (job training) needs. 

13 Agency/Group/Organization Goodwill Industries of Upstate/Midlands 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment 

Business Leaders 

Civic Leaders 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

Goodwill is a private non-profit organization 

committed to helping people gain independence 

through education and training that will lead to 

employment. Goodwill serves low-and-moderate 

individuals having language barriers, as well as 

physical and or mental disabilities. The County of 

Lexington's consultation with Goodwill has provided 

an opportunity for Community Development staff to 

have a greater understanding of the needs of this 

population and will result in greater coordination of 

resources. 

14 Agency/Group/Organization UNITED WAY OF THE MIDLANDS 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-Health 

Services-Education 

Service-Fair Housing 

Non-Profit Serving LMI 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The County of Lexington consulted with United Way 

of the Midlands regarding the area's Continuum of 

Care strategies (CoC) and anti-poverty strategies. 

This included the chronically homeless, families with 

children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth. The 

County's consultation with the United way is 

included in the Consolidated Plan. 

15 Agency/Group/Organization Lexington County Public Library 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education 

Other government - Local 

Computer Training/Job Readiness 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Anti-poverty Strategy 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The Lexington County library system offers basic and 

advanced computer training workshops to seniors 

and the County's vulnerable low and moderate-

income populations. The Lexington County Public 

Library system offered more than 30,000 free hours 

of internet access to our residents and is essentially 

working to close the digital divide which exists within 

the County's low-and-moderate income populations. 

Access to broadband and work-ready programs are 

important issues. 

16 Agency/Group/Organization CENTRAL MIDLANDS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

BOARD 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Economic Development 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The County of Lexington consulted with the Central 

Midlands Workforce Development Board regarding 

economic development, market analysis, anti-

poverty strategy, and job training. The outcome is 

better coordination and use of resources to improve 

job training and development for the low and 

moderate-income person in the County. 

17 Agency/Group/Organization Lexington County School District One 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education 

Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed 

by Consultation? 

Education, ESG 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization consulted 

and what are the anticipated outcomes 

of the consultation or areas for 

improved coordination? 

The Office of Community Development consulted 

with Richland School District One in an effort to gain 

insight as to the educational needs of students with 

disabilities, homeless youth, and low-and-moderate 

income youth in general.  The outcome is that county 

staff gained insight into the services that the school 

district provides youths and adults through GED, ESL, 

and other community education programs. 

 

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 
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n/a 

 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead 
Organization 

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals 
of each plan? 

Continuum of 

Care 

Midlands Area 

Consortium for 

the Homeless 

The goals of both plans include strategies to address 

homelessness. The strategies include the continued support to 

transitional facilities, mental health services, job training 

programs, and support for agencies providing counseling and 

other life sustaining services to battered spouses and their 

children. 

Table 4 ς Other local / regional / federal planning efforts 

Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any 

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan 

(91.215(l)) 

The County of Lexington coordinates extensively with public entities and other bodies of government in 

order to effectively administer our CDBG, HOME and ESG programs, and in the development and 

implementation of the Five Year Consolidated Plan. Some of the public entities the County coordinates 

with are as follows:  The County of Lexington Planning & Zoning Departments,  the County  Finance 

Department, the University of South Carolina and Clemson University, the Central Midlands Council of 

Governments, the Housing Authority of Columbia, the Cayce Housing Authority, the Lexington County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ όмпύ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

communities of Batesburg-Leesville, Chapin, Gaston, Gilbert, Irmo, Lexington, Pelion, Pine Ridge, South 

Congaree, Springdale, Summit, Swansea, as well as the cities of Cayce and West Columbia. The County 

also sought additional consultation from Mission Lexington (formerly Lexington Interfaith Community 

Services) which meets more than 35,000 needs each year, ranging from referrals, financial assistance, 

providing food, lodging, and clothing.  

 

Narrative (optional): 

n/a 
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PR-15 Citizen Participation ς 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 
 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 

I. PURPOSE 

Citizen participation includes actively encouraging citizens, particularly the low and moderate-income population, to participate in the planning 

process for the five-year Consolidated Plan, the Annual Action Plans, the submission of substantial amendments and the development of the 

Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER). 

II. PUBLIC MEETINGS AND HEARINGS 

All notices of public meetings will be published in local newspapers (i.e. The Lexington Chronicle, or equivalent) at least fourteen (14) days prior 

to the public meeting. Notices will also be posted electronically on the County of Lexington website at http://www.lex-

co.sc.gov/Pages/default.aspx.  All public meetings will be held at times and in locations convenient to residents, particularly those who are 

potential or actual beneficiaries.   Meetings will be held at a variety of times to provide maximum flexibility for an array of citizen schedules. 

Attention will be given to ensure meeting times increase the probability of maximum citizen participation. Meetings will not be scheduled on 

Sundays. 

III. NEEDS ASSESSMENT PUBLIC MEETING 

Before the development of the Consolidated Plan and the Annual Action Plan, the community development needs will be assessed in detail, 

particularly those of low and moderate-income residents. The assessment process will be conducted through a Community Development Needs 

Assessment Public Meeting. Lexington County will hold no less than two (2) Needs Assessment Public Meetings as part of the planning process 

for the five-year Consolidated Plan and the Annual Action Plan. The Needs Assessment Public Meeting will address the amount of available 

funding for CDBG, ESG, HOME and any other related federal or state funding. The hearing will also address the range of activities that may be 

undertaken with such funds, particularly regarding identified community needs. 
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 IV. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

A public comment period is required prior to submitting the Five Year Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, the CAPER and any substantial 

change to the Consolidated Plan or the Annual Action Plan. The public will have 30 days after publication to provide written comments to the 

County of Lexington Office of Community Development regarding the Five Year Consolidated Plan. The public will have 15 days after publication 

to provide written comments regarding the Annual Action Plan, the CAPER, and any substantial change to the Consolidated Plan or Action. The 

publication in local newspapers shall include the purpose of the Action/Consolidated Plan, and shall include a list of locations where copies of 

the plan in its entirety may be reviewed. Additionally, drafts and final copies of the Five Year Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and CAPER 

shall be made available online and at the main branch of the Lexington County Public Library. The County will respond to all written 

correspondence received. 
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Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 
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1 Internet 

Outreac

h 

Minoriti

es 

  

Non-

English 

Speaking 

- Specify 

other 

language

: Spanish 

Speakers 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

There was a good 

response for the 

online needs 

survey, which was 

hosted on the 

County website, 

advertised, and 

made available to 

the community 

from March 10, 

2020  April 2, 

2020. More than 

436 English 

speaking citizens 

went online to 

take the survey 

and provided 

input on the 

housing, 

economic 

development, 

public 

infrastructure, 

and public service 

needs of the 

County. There 

were 0 responses 

from Spanish 

speaking citizens. 

This survey was 

ordinal and 

asked 

participants to 

rank issues from 

high to low of 

housing, 

infrastructure, 

neighborhood 

services, 

economic 

development, 

broadband 

priorities, 

economic 

resilience 

priorities, and 

any additional 

thoughts citizens 

had. The highest 

ranked priorities 

were helping 

people with 

special needs 

and providing 

housing for 

them, providing 

decent 

affordable 

housing; 

No 

comments 

were not 

accepted, 

all 

comment 

were 

accepted,t

hough due 

to a lack of 

resources 

were not 

always 

able to be 

funded. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M5LZGS9 



Demo 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     27 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

building/improvi

ng streets, 

sidewalks and 

drainage; 

building or 

improving water 

and sewer lines; 

eliminating 

environmental 

hazards; 

financing 

projects that 

increase jobs; 

providing 

financing for job 

training 

programs; 

providing decent 

and affordable 

broadband; 

increase he 

access of 

broadband to 

rural areas; and 

workforce 

resiliency. 

2 Hard 

copies 

of 

surveys 

Minoriti

es 

  

Persons 

In an effort to 

insure the 

greatest level of 

participation, the 

n/a - no public 

attendance 

n/a   
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left at  

212 Lake 

Drive, 

4th 

Floor, 

Lexingto

n, SC 

with 

disabiliti

es 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

County held a 

series of three 

public meetings 

designed to 

discuss the 

planning process 

and to solicit 

input on 

community 

needs. 

Notification for 

these meetings 

were published in 

several local 

community 

newspapers, and 

advertised in 

public libraries, 

through 

subrecipients, and 

the County 

website. 

Notifications were 

also sent to local 

agencies, non-

profit 

organizations, and 

sub-recipients. 

Meetings were 

help at times and 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 

locations 

convenient for 

County citizens. 
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3 Hard 

copies 

of 

surveys 

left at  

212 Lake 

Drive, 

4th 

Floor, 

Lexingto

n, SC 

Minoriti

es 

  

Non-

English 

Speaking 

- Specify 

other 

language

: Spanish 

  

Persons 

with 

disabiliti

es 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

In an effort to 

insure the 

greatest level of 

participation, the 

County held a 

series of three 

public meetings 

designed to 

discuss the 

planning process 

and to solicit 

input on 

community 

needs. 

Notification for 

these meetings 

were published in 

several local 

community 

newspapers, and 

advertised in 

public libraries, 

through 

subrecipients, and 

the 

CountyÃ¿Â¿Ã¿Â¢

Ã¿Â¿Ã¿Â¿Ã¿Â¿Ã¿

Â¿s website. 

Notifications were 

also sent to local 

During the public 

input meeting 

held at the 

Lexington County 

Library on March 

12, 2020 County 

staff surveyed 

approximately 5 

members of the 

community and 

documented the 

following 

priorities: Street 

ImprovementsDr

ainage 

ImprovementsHe

alth 

ServicesSenior 

ActivitiesPark 

and Recreation 

FacilitiesYouth 

CentersLibrariesF

ire Stations & 

EquipmentCom

munity 

CentersNeglecte

d/Abused 

Children 

Center/Services 

Homeless Shelter 

No 

comments 

were not 

accepted, 

all 

comment 

were 

accepted,t

hough due 

to a lack of 

resources 

were not 

always 

able to be 

funded. 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 

agencies, non-

profit 

organizations, and 

sub-recipients. 

Meetings were 

help at times and 

locations 

convenient for 

County citizens. 

and/or 

servicesSubstanc

e Abuse 

ServicesDomesti

c Violence 

Services 
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4 Hard 

copies 

of 

surveys 

left at  

212 Lake 

Drive, 

4th 

Floor, 

Lexingto

n, SC 

Minoriti

es 

  

Non-

English 

Speaking 

- Specify 

other 

language

: Spanish 

  

Persons 

with 

disabiliti

es 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

In an effort to 

insure the 

greatest level of 

participation, the 

County held a 

series of three 

public meetings 

designed to 

discuss the 

planning process 

and to solicit 

input on 

community 

needs. 

Notification for 

these meetings 

were published in 

several local 

community 

newspapers, and 

advertised in 

public libraries, 

through 

subrecipients, and 

the County 

website. 

Notifications were 

also sent to local 

agencies, non-

profit 

n/a - Canceled 

due to COVID-19 

n/a http://www.lex-

co.sc.gov/departments/DeptAH/communitydevelopmen

t 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 

organizations, and 

sub-recipients. 

Meetings were 

help at times and 

locations 

convenient for 

County citizens. 
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5 Hard 

copies 

of 

surveys 

left at  

212 Lake 

Drive, 

4th 

Floor, 

Lexingto

n, SC 

Minoriti

es 

  

Persons 

with 

disabiliti

es 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

In an effort to 

insure the 

greatest level of 

participation and 

because the last 

input meeting 

was canceled due 

to COVID-19, the 

County left hard 

copies of the 

surveys at various 

places for citizens 

to fill out and put 

in a drop box. The 

goal of these 

were to get the 

input from 

citizens who do 

not have access 

to the internet, 

could not make 

the input 

meetings, and to 

get the input of 

citizens who did 

not know about 

the input 

meetings and 

online surveys. 

10 surveys were 

filled out and put 

into the County 

provided drop 

box. The highest 

ranked priorities 

are as follows: 

Residential 

HousingHome 

Repair 

ProgramsFirst 

Time Homebuyer 

AssistanceInfrast

ructureStreet 

ImprovementsSi

dewalk 

ImprovementsW

ater/Sewer 

TreatmentNeigh

borhood 

ServicesTrash 

and Debris 

RemovalCommu

nity ServicesAnti-

Crime 

ProgramsYouth 

ActivitiesHealth 

Services Mental 

ServicesSenior 

ActivitiesCommu

No 

comments 

were not 

accepted, 

all 

comment 

were 

accepted,t

hough due 

to a lack of 

resources 

were not 

always 

able to be 

funded. 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 

nity FacilitiesFire 

Stations & 

Equipment 
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6 Hard 

copies 

of 

surveys 

left at ¿ 

212 Lake 

Drive, 

4th 

Floor, 

Lexingto

n, SC 

Minoriti

es 

  

Persons 

with 

disabiliti

es 

  

Non-

targeted

/broad 

commun

ity 

In an effort to 

insure the 

greatest level of 

participation and 

because the last 

input meeting 

was canceled due 

to COVID-19, the 

County left hard 

copies of the 

surveys at various 

places for citizens 

to fill out and put 

in a drop box. The 

goal of these 

were to get the 

input from 

citizens who do 

not have access 

to the internet, 

could not make 

the input 

meetings, and to 

get the input of 

citizens who did 

not know about 

the input 

meetings and 

online surveys. 

12 surveys were 

filled out and put 

into the County 

provided drop 

box. The highest 

ranked priorities 

are as follows: 

Residential 

HousingFair 

Housing 

ServicesLead-

Based Paint 

Resting/Removal

InfrastructureStr

eet 

ImprovementsDr

ainage 

ImprovementsSi

dewalk 

ImprovementsStr

eet 

LightingWater/S

ewer 

TreatmentNeigh

borhood 

ServicesTrash & 

Debris Removal 

Cleanup of 

Abandoned Lots 

and 

No 

comments 

were not 

accepted, 

all 

comment 

were 

accepted,t

hough due 

to a lack of 

resources 

were not 

always 

able to be 

funded. 

http://www.lex-

co.sc.gov/departments/DeptAH/communitydevelopmen

t/Documents/Grants%20Division%20Updates/CDBG%20

AD.pdf 
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Sort 
Ord
er 

Mode of
 Outreac

h 

Target o
f Outrea

ch 

Summary of  
response/attenda

nce 

Summary of  
comments receiv

ed 

Summary 
of comme

nts not 
accepted 
and reaso

ns 

URL (If applicable) 

BuildingsCommu

nity Anti-Crime 

ProgramsYouth 

ActivitiesHealth 

ServicesMental 

Health 

ServicesCommun

ity Facilities Park 

& Recreation 

FacilitiesHealth 

Care 

FacilitiesLibraries

Fire Stations & 

EquipmentSenior 

CentersSpecial 

NeedsNeglected/ 

Abused Children 

Center/ 

ServicesHomeles

s Shelters and/or 

ServicesDomesti

c Violence 

Services 

Table 5 ς Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Needs Assessment 

NA-05 Overview 

Needs Assessment Overview 

Over the past two decades the County of Lexington has experienced steady growth. According to the 

U.S. Census American Community Survey (ACS), between 2009 and 2015 the County experienced an 8% 

population increase.Â  Additionally, between the same period of time the total number of households 

increased 14% from 95,936 in 2009 to 109,415 by 2015 (2005-2009 ACS (Base Year), 2011-2015 ACS 

(Most Recent Year)). 

The County has a long history of progressive growth combined with small-town charm and urban 

amenities. It is this diverse and superior quality of life that defines the County. The County boasts 

amongst the finest schools in the Palmetto State, excellent healthcare, recreational activities, warm 

weather, and diverse housing opportunities.  
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Lexington County Location Map 
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Low-Income Households in Lexington County 
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Moderate-Income Households in Lexington County 
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c) 

Summary of Housing Needs 

There is a significant correlation between the higher income areas of the County and those areas 

experiencing population growth. Not surprisingly, the households in close proximity to Lake Murray, and 

in and around the communities of Chapin represent a disproportionate number of the households 

ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻǿ-income households are dispersed throughout the County to include Census 

tracts and block groups in West Columbia, Cayce, Swansea, Gaston, Pelion, Summit, Gilbert, and 

Batesburg-Leesville, and the Town of Lexington. 

With the population climbing from 262,391 in 2009 and 282,085 in 2015, the County experienced a 

population growth of approximately 8% (2005-2009 ACS, 2011-2015 ACS). Over the same time period, 

the median household income increased 4%, from $51,983 to $53,857. The median income jumped to 

$60,154, which is about 20% higher than the amount in South Carolina ($52,306). However, there was a 

poverty rate of 13% of that population, 19% were children (under 18) and 9% seniors (65 and over). 

 

Demographics Base Year:  2009 Most Recent Year:  2015 % Change 

Population 262,391 282,085 8% 

Households 95,936 109,415 14% 

Median Income $51,983.00 $53,857.00 4% 

Table 6 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics 

 
Data Source: 2005-2009 ACS (Base Year), 2011-2015 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 

Number of Households Table 

 0-30% 
HAMFI 

>30-50% 
HAMFI 

>50-80% 
HAMFI 

>80-100% 
HAMFI 

>100% 
HAMFI 

Total Households 13,095 12,070 19,130 11,690 53,455 

Small Family Households 4,798 4,385 6,775 4,574 29,725 

Large Family Households 766 1,043 1,716 711 4,006 

Household contains at least one 

person 62-74 years of age 2,286 2,589 4,159 2,439 11,745 

Household contains at least one 

person age 75 or older 1,491 2,177 2,196 1,292 3,174 

Households with one or more 

children 6 years old or younger 2,669 2,340 3,469 1,661 6,380 

Table 7 - Total Households Table 
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Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 
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Housing Needs Summary Tables 

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Substandard 

Housing - 

Lacking 

complete 

plumbing or 

kitchen 

facilities 179 218 225 95 717 86 134 49 10 279 

Severely 

Overcrowded - 

With >1.51 

people per 

room (and 

complete 

kitchen and 

plumbing) 210 50 15 0 275 40 25 15 68 148 

Overcrowded - 

With 1.01-1.5 

people per 

room (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 180 126 256 25 587 75 149 89 55 368 

Housing cost 

burden greater 

than 50% of 

income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 4,016 1,338 344 24 5,722 2,806 1,630 773 94 5,303 
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 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

Housing cost 

burden greater 

than 30% of 

income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 541 2,243 2,229 324 5,337 1,232 1,509 3,383 1,142 7,266 

Zero/negative 

Income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 652 0 0 0 652 747 0 0 0 747 

Table 8 ς Housing Problems Table 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 
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Lexington County Households Lacking Complete Plumbing or Kitchen Facilities 
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Lexington Households with Any of the 4 Housing Problems 
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Lexington County Households with Severe Housing Problems 

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen 
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or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Having 1 or 

more of four 

housing 

problems 4,586 1,716 841 144 7,287 3,022 1,934 923 237 6,116 

Having none of 

four housing 

problems 1,494 3,284 5,858 2,792 13,428 2,580 5,113 11,485 8,520 27,698 

Household has 

negative 

income, but 

none of the 

other housing 

problems 652 0 0 0 652 747 0 0 0 747 

Table 9 ς Housing Problems 2 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 

3. Cost Burden > 30% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 2,355 1,743 897 4,995 1,331 1,253 1,775 4,359 

Large Related 393 278 157 828 139 253 249 641 

Elderly 486 684 526 1,696 1,745 1,359 1,034 4,138 

Other 1,775 1,117 1,183 4,075 963 390 1,144 2,497 

Total need by 

income 

5,009 3,822 2,763 11,594 4,178 3,255 4,202 11,635 

Table 10 ς Cost Burden > 30% 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 
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Lexington County Households Cost Burden >30% 
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4. Cost Burden > 50% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 2,042 435 60 2,537 1,151 708 258 2,117 

Large Related 359 75 0 434 104 75 30 209 

Elderly 399 345 168 912 1,031 609 230 1,870 

Other 1,610 493 165 2,268 611 253 269 1,133 

Total need by 

income 

4,410 1,348 393 6,151 2,897 1,645 787 5,329 

Table 11 ς Cost Burden > 50% 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 
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Lexington County Households Cost Burden >50% 



Demo 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     54 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

5. Crowding (More than one person per room) 

 Renter Owner 

0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Single family 

households 360 111 246 10 727 65 114 78 78 335 

Multiple, 

unrelated family 

households 35 65 25 15 140 50 60 30 45 185 

Other, non-family 

households 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total need by 

income 

395 176 271 25 867 115 174 108 123 520 

Table 12 ς Crowding Information ς 1/2 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 

 Renter Owner 

0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

Households with 

Children Present 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 13 ς Crowding Information ς 2/2 
Data Source 
Comments:  

 

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance. 

According to the 2015 ACS Survey, there were 28,089 single person households. While data does not 

show the number of single person households needing assistance it is important to note that single-

person households are more likely to be renters and ACS estimates show a higher number of renters in 

the County as cost-burdened. 

Elderly 

In the County, 9,471 households are elderly and living along. These residents may need special housing 

assistance. 
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Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or 

victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 

According to the 2019 Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs Point-in-Time Count done on 

the 23rd of January, there were 26 (sheltered and unsheltered) victims of domestic violence, 170 

severely mentally ill, 135 with chronic substance abuse, and 33 persons with HIV/AIDS. 

Overall, according to the CHAS data and consultation with domestic care providers and veterans 

organizations, anywhere between 2% and 10% of the County's population may be persons with 

disabilities, victims of domestic violence/dating violence, or victims of sexual assault and stalking. 

However, this estimate is purely anecdotal as there is no accurate number that adequately represents 

the total number of families in need of housing assistance and who are either disabled or victims of 

domestic violence. 

 

What are the most common housing problems? 

Affordability is by far the largest housing problem in the County. The most recent Census estimates that 

a total of 23,229 households are paying 30% or more of their income on housing costs, and 11,480 are 

paying 50% or more. 

There are reportedly 996 units of substandard housing in the County (2011-2015 CHAS). Substandard 

housing is defined as either lacking complete plumbing or complete kitchen facilities. While substandard 

housing is not a large problem when viewed as a percentage of the entire housing stock, having 996 

households living without adequate, basic facilities is a problem that needs to be addressed. 

Recent Census figures estimate that there are 955 overcrowded households in the County (2011-2015 

CHAS), meaning there are 1.01-1.5 people per room. Lastly, the other most common housing problem is 

severe overcrowding with >1.15 people per room totaling 423 housing units. 

 

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems? 

The 2011-2015 CHAS data, while yielding different totals than the recent Census, provides a more 

nuanced view into which segments of the population experience housing problems. In general, lower-

income households were more likely to experience housing problems across the board. The extremely 

low-income income range is statistically more likely to have at least one problem when compared with 

other income ranges, though not by a huge margin. Furthermore, the data indicates that renters and 

owners from extremely low-income (30% AMI and below) households show a greater existence of 

severe housing problems. Extremely low-income renters were reported to have at least one severe 
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housing problem. Furthermore, 4,586 extremely low-income homeowners reported having at least one 

severe housing problem (2011-2015 CHAS). Renters are much more likely to live in overcrowded 

conditions.    

 

Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children 

(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of 

either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the 

needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing 

assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance 

The homeless population encompasses a broad range of individuals and families with special needs. 

National research indicates that 80% of the homeless population are without homes for a short period 

and need assistance in finding housing and, in some cases, with rent payments. The other 20% of the 

homeless population experience longer and chronic periods of homelessness and require permanent 

support systems for housing and support services.  Homelessness is a significant risk factor for a broad 

range of health and social problems. Alcohol and drug abuse, domestic violence, and mental illness are 

common problems among the adult homeless population. 

Individuals and families without adequate shelter experience greater barriers in obtaining the support 

services they need. Because of the unique circumstances and conditions of the homeless, local agencies 

and service providers must work in close coordination to address their special needs. 

¢ƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ .Φ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ !Ŏǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ϦƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎϦ ƻǊ ϦƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭέ ƻǊ 

άƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴϦ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƘƻ ƭŀŎƪǎ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŜquate nighttime residence; and 

who has a primary nighttime residence that is: A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter 

designed to provide temporary living accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, 

and transitional housing for the mentally ill); An institution that provides a temporary residence for 

individuals intended to be institutionalized; or A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily 

used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. Families who are doubling up with friends 

or relatives because they have no other housing options are also considered homeless under the 

McKinney Act. The McKinney legislation recognizes that doubling up is a temporary situation, one that is 

often prohibited by public housing laws and landlords. If the extra household residents were discovered, 

both families would likely be evicted. Moreover, doubled-up friends or families often impose space and 

financial burdens on the host family and the guests are often asked to leave a short time later (2014 

MACH data). 
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If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a 

description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to 

generate the estimates: 

Individual jurisdictions in the region do not provide such estimates. 

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an 

increased risk of homelessness 

Particular housing characteristics and persons identified to be at risk of homelessness include persons 

with disabilities, persons fleeing domestic violence, persons who have extremely low income, homeless 

persons being discharged from crisis unites/hospitals/jails, unaccompanied youth and youth aging out of 

foster care. 

 

Discussion 

n/a 



Demo 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     58 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems ς 91.205 (b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

This section compares the existence of housing problems amongst racial groups against the jurisdiction 

as a whole in an effort to see if any group(s) share a disproportionate burden of the area's housing 

problems. For this purpose, HUD guidelines deem a disproportionately greater need to exist when 

persons of a particular racial or ethnic group experience housing problems at a rate at least 10% points 

higher than the jurisdiction as a whole. Housing problems, in this context, include the lack of complete 

kitchen or plumbing facilities, more than one person per room, and cost burden greater than 30%.   

 

  

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 9,399 2,309 1,399 

White 6,108 1,844 939 

Black / African American 2,459 361 320 

Asian 107 0 4 

American Indian, Alaska Native 10 0 15 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 521 85 85 

Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 7,428 4,633 0 

White 4,928 3,667 0 

Black / African American 1,633 672 0 

Asian 90 23 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 39 19 0 

Pacific Islander 14 0 0 

Hispanic 636 219 0 

Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 7,396 11,748 0 

White 5,250 8,966 0 

Black / African American 1,485 1,733 0 

Asian 159 134 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 34 0 

Pacific Islander 0 10 0 

Hispanic 416 770 0 

Table 16 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 
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80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,839 9,862 0 

White 1,498 8,001 0 

Black / African American 239 1,242 0 

Asian 25 103 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 44 0 

Pacific Islander 0 10 0 

Hispanic 54 401 0 

Table 17 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 

Discussion 

0%-30%- Jurisdiction wide, 70% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the four 

housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 80% or higher. The population with 

disproportionate needs with one or more of the four housing problems is Asian at 96%. 

30%-50%- Jurisdiction wide, 61% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the four 

housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 71% or higher. The populations 

with disproportionate needs with one or more of the four housing problems are Black/African American 

at 71%, Asian at 80%, Pacific Islander at 100%, and Hispanic at 74%. 

50%-80%- Jurisdiction wide, 38% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the four 

housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 48% or higher. The population with 

disproportionate needs with one or more of the four housing problems is Asian at 54%. 

80%-100%- Jurisdiction wide, 16% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the 

four housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 26% or higher. There are no 

populations with disproportionate needs in this AMI category.  
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems ς 91.205 

(b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

This section compares the existence of severe housing problems amongst racial groups against the 

jurisdiction as a whole to see if any group(s) share a disproportionate burden of the area's housing 

problems. For this purpose, HUD guidelines deem a disproportionately greater need to exist when 

persons of a particular racial or ethnic group experience housing problems at a rate at least 10% points 

higher than the jurisdiction as a whole.  

 

 

 

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 7,608 4,074 1,399 

White 4,968 2,982 939 

Black / African American 2,048 767 320 

Asian 77 34 4 

American Indian, Alaska Native 10 0 15 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 371 234 85 

Table 18 ς Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 3,650 8,397 0 

White 2,481 6,115 0 

Black / African American 623 1,657 0 

Asian 55 58 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 29 29 0 

Pacific Islander 14 0 0 

Hispanic 378 489 0 

Table 19 ς Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,764 17,343 0 

White 1,326 12,856 0 

Black / African American 228 2,984 0 

Asian 40 258 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 34 0 

Pacific Islander 0 10 0 

Hispanic 171 1,019 0 

Table 20 ς Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 



Demo 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     63 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more 
of four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 381 11,312 0 

White 271 9,211 0 

Black / African American 75 1,403 0 

Asian 10 119 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 44 0 

Pacific Islander 0 10 0 

Hispanic 20 435 0 

Table 21 ς Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 
Discussion 

0%-30%- Jurisdiction wide, 57% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the four 

housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 67% or higher. The population with 

disproportionate needs with one or more of the four housing problems is Asian at 96%. 

30%-50%- Jurisdiction Wide, 30% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the 

four severe housing problems. For this AMI, the disproportionate percentage is 40% or higher. The 

populations with disproportionate needs with one or more of the four housing problems are Asians at 

49%, American Indians and Alaska Natives at 50%, Pacific Islanders at 100%, and Hispanics at 44%. 

50%-80%- Jurisdiction Wide, 9% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the four 

severe housing problems. For this AMI category, the disproportionate percentage is 19% or higher. 

There are no populations within this AMI category that have a disproportionate percentage.  

80%-100%- Jurisdiction Wide, 3% of the persons in this AMI category experienced at least one of the 

four severe housing problems. For this AMI category, the disproportionate percentage is 13% or 

higher. There are no populations within this AMI category that have a disproportionate percentage. 
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens ς 91.205 (b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction:  

This section assesses the need of any racial or ethnic group that has a disproportionately greater need in 

comparison to the needs of that category of need as a whole. This section compares the existence of 

housing cost burden amongst racial groups against the jurisdiction as a whole in an effort to see if any 

group(s) share a disproportionate burden of the area's cost housing cost burden. For this purpose, HUD 

guidelines deem a disproportionately greater need to exist when persons of a particular racial or ethnic 

group experience housing problems at a rate at least 10% points higher than the jurisdiction as a whole. 

HUD defines Housing Cost Burden as Housing Cost to Income Ratio. Therefore, the table below shows: 

¶ No Cost Burden - Housing Cost to Income Ratio is less than 30% 

¶ Cost Burden - Housing Cost to Income Ratio is from 30.1% to 50% 

¶ Severe Cost Burden - Housing Cost to Income Ratio is greater than 50.1% 

 

Housing Cost Burden 

Housing Cost Burden <=30% 30-50% >50% No / negative 
income (not 
computed) 

Jurisdiction as a whole 80,873 15,080 12,021 1,482 

White 67,080 10,686 8,305 990 

Black / African 

American 8,845 3,192 2,628 355 

Asian 1,026 254 177 4 

American Indian, 

Alaska Native 178 14 39 15 

Pacific Islander 40 0 14 0 

Hispanic 2,960 732 667 85 

Table 22 ς Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI 
Data 
Source: 

2011-2015 CHAS 

 

Discussion:  

By HUD's definition of disparity of 10% or higher, only Pacific Islanders experience a disproportionately 

greater need when it comes to severe cost-burden. Jurisdiction wide, 11% of persons experienced 
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severe cost burden (paying more than 50% of income on housing cost) making the disparity need 21% or 

higher. However, 35% of Pacific Islanders experienced severe cost burden. Furthermore, it is worth 

noting that Blacks/African Americans were close to the HUD threshold when it came to severe housing 

burden, but did not cross it.  
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NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion ς 91.205(b)(2) 

Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately 

greater need than the needs of that income category as a whole? 

2011-2015 CHAS Census data has been analyzed to identify the extent to which racial or ethnic groups 

may have disproportionately greater needs compared to the housing needs of all groups in Lexington 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΦ I¦5 ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

ŀ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мл҈ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦέ  

Housing Problems 

Asians in the 0%-30%, 30%-50%, and 50%-80% AMI categories experienced a disproportionately greater 

need in terms of housing problems. Additionally, in the 30%-50% AMI category, Blacks/African 

Americans, Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics experienced a disproportionately greater need. 

Severe Housing Problems 

Asians in the 0%-30% and 30%-50% AMI category experienced a disproportionately greater need in 

terms of severe housing problems. Additionally, in the 30%-50% AMI category American Indians and 

Alaska Natives, Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics experienced a disproportionately greater need. 

Housing Cost Burden 

Only Pacific Islanders experienced a disproportionately greater need when it came to both cost burden 

and severe cost burden . Pacific Islanders experienced severe cost burden at a rate much higher than the 

rest of the community.  

 

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs? 

These needs have been adequately identified in the above discussions as well as throughout the plan. 

 

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your 

community? 

Most of the groups suffering from disproportionately greater needs are of very small populations, 

statistically speaking, thus it is difficult to pinpoint the precise locations. However, the grant programs 

division prioritizes its resources in LMI/LMA areas throughout Lexington County. 
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NA-35 Public Housing ς 91.205(b) 

Introduction 

Public housing was established to provide decent and safe rental housing for eligible low- and moderate-income families, the elderly, and 

persons with disabilities. Public housing includes federally subsidized, affordable housing that is owned and operated by the public housing 

authorities. Lexington County Community Development supports Columbia Housing Authority (Columbia Housing) as well as Cayce Housing 

Authority (CHA), which is now managed by Columbia Housing. Columbia Housing provides and facilitates affordable housing for nearly 6,500 

low-income households comprised of approximately 16,000 people. Moreover, the South Carolina State Housing and Finance and Development 

Authority and Development Authority provides Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers for residents living throughout the remaining incorporated 

and unincorporated areas of the County.  

 Totals in Use 

Program Type 

 Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

# of units vouchers in use 0 0 41 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 23 - Public Housing by Program Type 
*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition  

 
Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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 Characteristics of Residents 

 

Program Type 

 Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Average Annual Income 0 0 13,463 0 0 0 0 0 

Average length of stay 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 

Average Household size 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 

# Homeless at admission 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

# of Elderly Program Participants 

(>62) 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 

# of Disabled Families 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 

# of Families requesting 

accessibility features 0 0 41 0 0 0 0 0 

# of HIV/AIDS program participants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 24 ς Characteristics of Public Housing Residents by Program Type  

 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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 Race of Residents 

Program Type 

Race Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

White 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Black/African American 0 0 32 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Asian 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

American Indian/Alaska 

Native 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

Table 25 ς Race of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 
Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 

 

Ethnicity of Residents 

Program Type 

Ethnicity Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

Hispanic 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Not Hispanic 0 0 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

Table 26 ς Ethnicity of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 
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Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants 

on the waiting list for accessible units: 

The Cayce Housing Authority is in compliance with Section 504. In the original 40 units of construction, 

two units meet the ADA standards: one in the family unit complex (Poplar and Wilkerson) and one in the 

elderly complex (Spencer Place). The CHA does not have any identified needs for its residents in terms of 

a waiting list for handicapped housing. If a resident has the need for Reasonable Accommodation for 

entry to a public housing unit, the CHA has purchased several handicapped ramps that can adjust to any 

unit entrance. These are stored in the Central Warehouse until a resident makes the request and has the 

medical documentation required for assistance. 

When new housing units are constructed, Columbia Housing conforms with all local and HUD 

requirements in regard to housing which meet he needs of handicapped and disabled program 

participants. Currently, there are 471 households with a disabled member on the waiting list. 

 

Most immediate needs of residents of Public Housing and Housing Choice voucher holders 

Public Housing 

One-bedroom units continue to be the greatest need for public housing for Columbia Housing and the 

Cayce Housing Authority, which is managed by Columbia Housing. From August 2017 -  January 2019 

when the public housing waiting list was open, there were 2,993 applicants requesting one-bedroom, 

followed by 1,523 applicants requesting two-bedroom units.  

The applications consisted of: 

¶ Elderly- 252 

¶ Disabled Household Members-417 

¶ Families with Children - 2,197 

¶ 1 Bedroom ς 2,993 

¶ 2 Bedroom -1,523 

¶ 3 Bedroom - 385 

¶ 4 and 5 Bedroom - 959   

Section 8/Housing Choice Voucher 

The Housing Choice Voucher program is the favored program because of its housing choice and the 

opportunity to move from one location to another. The waiting list for the HCV was last opened in 2019 

from December 18th through December 20th. During the three days of intake, Columbia Housing 
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received 7,655 applications. A system was developed to randomly select 3,000 applicants to be placed 

on the waiting list. (2020-2021 Annual Plan Columbia Housing) 

The current number of applicants on the HCV waiting list is 3,828. This number includes the 3,000 that 

were randomly selected from the lottery and 828 applicants that were already on the waiting list. 

 

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large 

As summarized in previous sections of the report, there is a dire need for affordable housing at all 

income levels in the County of Lexington. However, this reality impacts low-income and extremely low-

income households the most in the County. 

 

Discussion 

In summary, based upon the data on the Columbia Housing waiting list and the status of the State 

Housing voucher program, there remains a substantial need for more affordable housing in the County. 

 



Demo 
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NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment ς 91.205(c) 

Introduction: 

While the topic of homelessness dominated the public policy discourse of the 1990s, homelessness is an issue that is just as relevant today as it 

was nearly 30 years ago. According to the South Carolina Coalition for the Homeless which conducted an extensive Point-in-Time Count in 

January of 2019, 4,172 people were found living in shelters or on the streets in the State. The majority of persons that were counted were 

residing in sheltered settings (59%), with the remaining residing in unsheltered settings (41%). The unsheltered population accounts for persons 

living in places not meant for human habitation such as cars, parking garages, camps and other outdoor places. 

 

 

 

 

 

If data is not available for the categories "number of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each year," and "number of 

days that persons experience homelessness," describe these categories for each homeless population type (including chronically 

homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth): 

According to the recent MACH Point-in-Time report, there were 248 chronically homeless persons in the Midlands. To be chronically homeless, a 

person must have a long-term disability and have experienced homelessness for at least once consecutive years or have experienced four or 

more occasions of homelessness in the past three years. Additional homeless counts include 146 veterans, 67 adults actively fleeing domestic 

violence, 122 experiencing serious mental illness, 109 have a substance abuse disorder, and 27 have HIV/AIDS. 
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness: (Optional) 

Race: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

White 318 67 

Black or African American 663 128 

Asian 3 0 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 5 0 

Pacific Islander 1 0 

Ethnicity: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

Hispanic 36 5 

Not Hispanic 969 195 
Data Source 
Comments: 2018 South Carolina Point-in-Time Count Report 

 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with 

children and the families of veterans. 

The United Way of the Midlands, which is the lead agency for Midlands Area Consortium for the 

Homeless (MACH) and serves as the Continuum of Care conducted a Point-in-Time Count (PIC) in 2019. 

According to data collected there is an estimate of 188 Veterans and 235 persons in households with at 

least one adult and one child that are in need of housing assistance. 

 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group. 

According to the PIC that was done in 2019, there is an estimate of 815 Blacks/Africans, 356 Whites, 5 

Asians, 12 American Indians or Alaska Natives, 2 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, and 25 

multiple races.  

 

 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness. 

According to the PIC that was done in 2019 there were 1,215 persons in Columbia/Midlands that were 

homeless. 
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Persons in households without children: 275 Unsheltered / 703 Sheltered 

 Persons in households with at least one adult and one child: 17 Unsheltered / 218 Sheltered 

 Persons in households with only children: 0 Unsheltered / 2 Sheltered 

 

Discussion: 

n/a 
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NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment - 91.205 (b,d) 

Introduction:  

Through this assessment process, the County has identified four primary groups with non-homeless 

special needs. These four primary groups with non-homeless special needs are: 

¶ The Elderly and Frail elderly 

¶ Those with HIV/AIDS and their families 

¶ Those with Alcohol and or Drug Addiction(s) 

¶ Persons with Mental or Physical Disabilities 

This section will explain who they are, what their needs are, and how the County is accommodating the 

special needs population of the community. 

  

 

 

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community: 

Elderly  

²ƛǘƘƛƴ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ отΣпто ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ мо҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

(2015 ACS 5-Year Estimates). The elderly population face increased challenges in providing decent, 

affordable housing. The cost of maintaining a home rises with the age of the house on top of insurance 

rates increasing almost annually. Yet the incomes of elderly households generally do not rise when 

adjusted for inflation. Thus, elderly owner households are challenged financially as they try to maintain 

their properties. Many elderly persons find it medically beneficial and emotionally comforting to remain 

in a familiar setting. As a result, the County places a great emphasis assisting the senior/elderly 

population in maintaining an independent to semi-independent lifestyle with close, convenient and 

immediate access to recreational, medical, and social service resources. The Lexington County 

Recreation & Aging Commission, as well as the Lexington County Public Library system, has free low-cost 

programs for the elderly in the community. 

Physical and Developmental Disability  

Individuals with developmental disabilities encompass a wide range of skillsets and levels of ability. They 

have many of the same issues as the general population with additional needs that are unique to their 

capabilities. Individuals with developmental disabilities usually have fixed and limited financial resources 

that determine their housing choice. Those individuals who have more independent skills tend to utilize 

subsidized housing options. Individuals requiring more support and supervision find a residence in the 
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public welfare funded community home either sharing settings or privately-owned personal care 

settings. Many individuals also continue to reside with parents and families throughout their 

adulthood.  Regardless of the housing situation, a common thread is a need for continuous support 

services dependent on the level of capabilities to enable them to maintain community membership. 

 

  

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these 

needs determined?    

Elderly  

Factors that must be considered in developing housing for the elderly include location, services and 

amenities, proximity to health care, shopping, affordability, and ease of upkeep. Various categories of 

housing for the elderly are independent and assisted living, nursing homes, and other support facilities 

such as adult daycare, respite and senior center facilities. Elderly persons generally need an 

environment that provides several areas of assistance or convenience. 

Mental Illness and Substance Abuse    

Persons with mental illness, disabilities, and substance abuse problems need an array of services. Their 

housing needs require a design that ensures residents maximum independence in the least restrictive 

setting. This includes independent single or shared living quarters in communities, with or without 

onsite support. Their options include living with family or friends with adequate support and/or respite 

services, small home-like facilities in local communities close to families and friends, or rental housing 

that will meet the needs of those ready to move to independent living arrangements. 

Those individuals experiencing severe and persistent mental illness are often financially impoverished 

due to the long-term debilitating nature of the illness. The majority of these individuals receive their 

sole source of income from financial assistance programsτSocial Security Disability Insurance or Social 

Security Income. The housing needs for this population are similar to other low-income individuals. 

However, because of their limited income, many of these individuals may live in either unsafe or 

substandard housing. These citizens need case management, support services, and outpatient 

treatment services to monitor and treat their mental illness. 

Physical and Developmental Disability  

The South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department (SCVRD) serves about 40,000 people with 

physical disabilities at any given time. SCVRD helps South Carolinians with disabilities to prepare for, 

achieve, and maintain competitive employment through a statewide service delivery system. The SC of 
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[ŀōƻǊΣ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊ-Free Design consults with contractors to ensure 

accessibility of new structures and during the remodeling of existing structures. This board also provides 

technical assistance to county governments that have no building code or inspection department and 

offers general information on accessibility standards. The South Carolina Commission for the Blind 

ƻŦŦŜǊǎΩ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎΣ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ōƭƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ or severe 

visual disabilities; also provided are an educational radio service, independent living services, and 

technical assistance related to employment. In addition to statewide services, the Lexington County 

Disabilities and Special Needs Board, in cooperation with the SC Department of Disabilities and Special 

Needs (SCDDSN), provides a variety of services to those with physical and mental disabilities. The 

SCDDSN has specialized service programs for individuals suffering from a wide array of disabilities 

including, but not limited to, mental disabilities, autism, head and spinal cord injuries, and related 

disabilities. The County works closely with the Irmo Chapin Recreation Commission, as well as the 

Babcock Center, non-profit organizations that have aggressive programming for residents having mental 

and physical disabilities. 

 

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within 

the Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:  

The HIV epidemic is a composition of a variety of unevenly distributed epidemics in different regions and 

among different populations. These populations may be comprised of people who practice similar high-

risk behavior, such as injecting drugs or having unprotected sex with an infected person. Ethnicity and 

race are not risk factors for HIV transmission, but they are makers for complex underlying social, 

economic, and cultural factors that affect personal health and behavior. Low socioeconomic status is 

associated with increased disease morbidity and premature mortality. Unemployment status is 

associated with limited access to health care services, resulting in increased risk for disease. (DHEC, 

2019, Epidemiologic Profile) 

 The South Carolina Department of Health and Control estimates that as of December 2017, there were 

6,698 residents of the Midlands living with a diagnosis of HIV (including AIDS). That number represents 

34% of all persons living in SC with HIV/AIDS. Of these, 4,858 were men and 1,840 were women. Most of 

that population were ages 50 and over (3,169); 1,537 were ages 40-49; 1,152 were ages 30-39; 797 were 

ages 20-29; 43 were children and teens under 20 years of age. Most of the people living with HIV/AIDS 

in the Midlands were African-American men (51%), 18% were White men, 22% were African-American 

women, and 4% were White women. (SCDHEC, 2018, HIV/AIDS Summary: Midlands Public Health 

Region) 

 

Discussion: 

n/a 
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs ς 91.215 (f) 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΥ 

The County of Lexington acknowledges that its low ςand moderate-income (LMI) residents benefit from 

the multitude of public service programs that are offered at a myriad of community centers including 

medical facilities, schools, parks, libraries, and recreation facilities. Programs offered at such centers 

includes, but is not limited to, after-school programs and summer camps for kids; fitness, health, and 

wellness classes for all ages, gymnastic and weight-rooms and/or indoor recreation facilities for team 

sports such as baseball, basketball, football, tennis, cooking classes, and food assistance programs that 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ [aL ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

identified the need for recreation facilities, youth programming, youth centers, and infrastructure 

projects, to include the job training and the access to broadband technology as high priorities. 

 

How were these needs determined? 

These needs were determined through hard copies of a community assessment survey that were 

distributed in various locations, public input meetings, an online community assessment survey, and 

meetings with various public officials representing the unincorporated communities of the County, as 

well as some representatives from the CoǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴƻƴ-profit organizations as well as citizen input. 

 

 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ 

1. Transportation, Water, and Sewer Infrastructure, including the repaving of roads, construction of 

sidewalks, ADA compliant infrastructure and other related improvements. 

2. Improvements are also needed within the sector of Public Transportation to include better service 

coverage by rural and LMI areas via fixed-route bus services, which could provide crucial transportation 

from home to medical facilities, work, and school sites. 

3. Construction of Community Centers for LMI senior, youth, and drop training programs. Also, the 

construction of park and recreational facilities.  

4. Encouragement of increasing the access of broadband to low- and moderate-income households and 

providing decent affordable broadband to everyone in the County.  
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How were these needs determined? 

These needs were determined through meetings with various public officials representing the 

ǳƴƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

municipalities.  Needs were also determined through a series of public meetings, hard copies of a 

community assessment survey that were distributed and collected from various locations, and an online 

community assessment survey in which some 436  citizens responded.  Moreover, these priorities reflect 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴƻƴ-profit organizations.  Many ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ 

over capacity and will require expansion to accommodate redevelopment and new 

growth.  Additionally, this new growth and development will increase the demand for facilities and 

services. Several existing neighborhƻƻŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ-income areas have a 

substandard infrastructure.  Infrastructure, community facilities, and support services are in large part 

provided by local governments and funded through taxes, fees, and State support. The location and 

availability of these key components can make the difference between affordability and housing that is 

beyond the means of lower-income residents or residents that are housing cost-burdened. The County is 

committed to achieving the national goals of 1) decent housing, 2) a suitable living environment, and 3) 

expanded economic opportunities for the LMI residents.  The provision of adequate and safe 

infrastructure, accessible community facilities and support services are key components in the effort to 

achieve these goals. 

 

 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 

The County acknowledges the need for more and better-coordinated services for the seniors /elderly, 

the homeless population, the citizens with disabilities, and battered spouses and children. This includes 

direct assistance such as emergency and transitional shelters, connection centers, transportation, food, 

and clothing. Part of providing more essential services for LMI and homeless persons is transitional 

housing and shelter.  

Part of providing more essential services for LMI is providing services for those on a fixed income due to 

disability, age, mental health issues, and other factors. Key needs for services in the County are, local 

crisis hospitalizations, beds for the mentally ill, programs for independent living and job skill 

development for the disabled, summer and after-school programs for LMI families, financial literacy, 

childcare with unconventional hours (evening, weekends, and nights) and job training programs for at-

risk fathers and youths.  
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How were these needs determined? 

These needs were determined through hard copies of a community assessment survey that were 

distributed in various locations, public input meetings, an online community assessment survey, and 

meetings with various public officials representing the unincorporated communities of the County, as 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴƻƴ-profit organizations as well as citizen input. 
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Housing Market Analysis 

MA-05 Overview 

Housing Market Analysis Overview: 

Like many communities of South Carolina, the County of Lexington experienced significant growth in 

both the demand and construction of new housing units during the housing boom years of 2004-2008. 

During these years, home prices, and subsequently rent prices increased dramatically. However, for a 

length of time after 2008 foreclosures became significant, and many former homeowners looked for 

affordable rental units as they recovered from the economic downturn. On the positive side, foreclosure 

numbers have recently leveled off and home sales are again increasing. Unfortunately, there are 

significant numbers of low- and moderate-income renter households in the community that remain 

cost-burdened and in many cases severely cost-burdened. 

This section looks at the housing market and supply in the County by analyzing housing indicators. To 

get a sense of the current housing stock in the community the County needs to begin by examining 

trends in structure, price, age, and tenure. Also, the supply of homeless shelter facilities, special needs 

services, and housing, and non-housing community development resources are considered. Housing 

costs are highest in the urban areas of the County (areas closest to the City of Columbia, along Lake 

Murray and close to I-20 and Calhoun County). Not surprisingly, housing costs are highest near central 

business districts, which are also centers of employment, entertainment, and services. Community 

Development staff has identified the oldest housing stock in the county as being located in the 

communities of Batesburg-Leesville, Cayce, and West Columbia. 
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MA-10 Number of Housing Units ς 91.210(a)&(b)(2) 

Introduction 

This section looks at the composition of the County of Lexington's housing stock in terms of housing 

tenure and type. Details are provided based on the number of units in the structure, unit size, tenure, 

multi-family housing distribution within the jurisdiction, as well as analysis of owner-occupied and 

renter-occupied housing. 

All residential properties by number of units 

Property Type Number % 

1-unit detached structure 79,910 66% 

1-unit, attached structure 2,351 2% 

2-4 units 4,637 4% 

5-19 units 6,559 5% 

20 or more units 3,475 3% 

Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc 23,611 20% 
Total  120,543  100%  

Table 27 ς Residential Properties by Unit Number 
Data Source: 2011-2015 ACS 

 

Unit Size by Tenure 

 Owners Renters 

Number % Number % 

No bedroom 146 0% 658 2% 

1 bedroom 786 1% 3,718 13% 

2 bedrooms 9,850 12% 11,324 39% 

3 or more bedrooms 69,786 87% 13,163 46% 
Total  80,568  100%  28,863  100%  

Table 28 ς Unit Size by Tenure 
Data Source: 2011-2015 ACS 

 

Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with 

federal, state, and local programs. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /5.D ŀƴŘ Iha9 ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-family homes as part of the County's owner-

occupied housing rehabilitation programs. Over the next five years, the County anticipates assisting 

more than 100 low- and moderate-income households with many of these households consisting of 

elderly residents, which experience a significant housing burden. 
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The County will also continue to support the development of Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 

developments, usually multi-family developments, throughout the County.  

 

Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for 

any reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts. 

As part of the Consolidated Plan Consultation Process, Lexington Community Development staff 

followed up with representatives of the Cayce Housing Authority and South Carolina State Housing and 

Finance and Development Authority and found that the County will lose no affordable housing inventory 

due to either the expiration of section 8 contracts, demolition, or any other program(s). 

However, the Columbia Housing lost the ability to place individuals and families in the Allen Benedict 

Court, a 246-unit development. 

 

Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population? 

The current state, federal, and local housing programs does not currently meet the myriad of housing 

needs for the community's severely cost burdened families and or individuals. 

 

Describe the need for specific types of housing: 

According to the 2011-2015 ACS, the majority of all total households are 3 or more bedrooms, followed 

by 2 bedrooms, then 1 bedroom, and finally no bedroom. This coincides with Columbia Housing 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀȅŎŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ рл҈ ƻŦ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

3 or more bedroom-sized unit, 34% with 2 bedrooms, and 16% with 1 or zero bedroom(s). 

Discussion 

n/a 
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MA-15 Housing Market Analysis: Cost of Housing - 91.210(a) 

Introduction 

The following section examines the cost of housing for both homeowners and renters in the County. A 

review is made of current home values and rents, as well as the recent changes in home values and 

rents. Finally, a closer look is given to the affordability of the existing housing stock for the residents of 

the jurisdiction.  

 

Cost of Housing 

 Base Year:  2009 Most Recent Year:  2015 % Change 

Median Home Value 133,200 140,500 5% 

Median Contract Rent 558 650 16% 

Table 29 ς Cost of Housing 

 
Data Source: 2005-2009 ACS (Base Year), 2011-2015 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 

 
Rent Paid Number % 

Less than $500 9,050 31.4% 

$500-999 16,044 55.6% 

$1,000-1,499 2,475 8.6% 

$1,500-1,999 724 2.5% 

$2,000 or more 545 1.9% 
Total  28,838  99.9%  

Table 30 - Rent Paid 
Data Source: 2011-2015 ACS 
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Median Contract Rents 
 

Housing Affordability 

% Units affordable to Households 
earning  

Renter Owner 

30% HAMFI 1,966 No Data 

50% HAMFI 7,403 9,232 

80% HAMFI 18,037 23,089 

100% HAMFI No Data 32,230 
Total  27,406  64,551  

Table 31 ς Housing Affordability 
Data Source: 2011-2015 CHAS 



 

  Consolidated Plan LEXINGTON COUNTY     89 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

 

 
Monthly Rent  

Monthly Rent ($) Efficiency (no 
bedroom) 

1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom 

Fair Market Rent 671 838 959 1,255 1,571 

High HOME Rent 671 833 959 1,148 1,261 

Low HOME Rent 612 656 787 908 1,013 

Table 32 ς Monthly Rent 
Data Source: HUD FMR and HOME Rents 

 
 

Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels? 

No there is not sufficient housing for households at all income levels. According to 2011-2015 CHAS data 

there seems to be a lack of affordable housing for renters in the 30% HAMFI category.  

How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or 

rents? 

CǊƻƳ нллф ǘƻ нлмрΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΨǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ р҈Σ ŦǊƻƳ ϷмооΣнлл ǘƻ ϷмплΣрлл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

median rent increased 16% from $558 to $650. Over the same period, median income only went up 4% 

from $51,983 to $53,857. Without an adequate increase in median income, the number of persons 

experiencing housing cost-burden will continue to grow.   

 

 

How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this 

impact your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing? 

HOME rents and Fair Market rents are in-line with the Area Median Rent. However, there are significant 

numbers of cost-burdened households in the community. In order to meet that need, the County will 

continue to support an aggressive housing acquisition rehab and rental program through the use of its 

Iha9 ŀƴŘ /5.D ŦǳƴŘǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

South Carolina State Housing and Finance, USDA Rural Development, Columbia Housing, and the Cayce 

Housing Authority in order to stabilize and increase the number of affordable housing units over the 

ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DǊŀƴǘǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 

Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) capacity and the number of developers that are 

certified to administer and complete HOME programs in an effort to preserve and increase affordable 

housing in the County. 
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Discussion 

n/a 
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MA-20 Housing Market Analysis: Condition of Housing ς 91.210(a) 

Introduction 

The County of Lexington experienced significant new construction and development during 2000 and 

the years following. The number of owner-occupied units increased by 26% and the number of renters 

occupied units grew by 20% (2011-2015 CHAS). The overwhelming majority of existing homes were built 

between after 1979. Between 1980 and 2020 there were 69,972 units built and only 39,335 units built 

during 1979 and before.   

Definitions 

According to HUD, 24 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) - A unit is substandard if it: (1) Is dilapidated; 

(2) Does not have operable indoor plumbing; (3) Does not have a usable flush toilet inside the unit for 

the exclusive use of a family; (4) Does not have a usable bathtub or shower inside the unit for exclusive 

use of a family; (5) Does not have electricity, or has inadequate or unsafe electrical service; (6) Does not 

have a safe or adequate source of heat; (7) Should, but does not, have a kitchen; or (8) Has been 

declared unfit for habitation by an agency or unit of government.  

Substandard conditions but suitable for rehabilitation are units that do not meet standard conditions 

but are both financially and structurally feasible for rehabilitation.  

 

Condition of Units 

Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

With one selected Condition 15,355 19% 12,105 42% 

With two selected Conditions 297 0% 858 3% 

With three selected Conditions 54 0% 170 1% 

With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0% 

No selected Conditions 64,855 81% 15,723 54% 
Total  80,561  100%  28,856  100%  

Table 33 - Condition of Units 
Data Source: 2011-2015 ACS 

 
 

Year Unit Built 

Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

2000 or later 21,256 26% 5,631 20% 

1980-1999 31,700 39% 11,385 39% 
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Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

1950-1979 24,567 31% 10,667 37% 

Before 1950 2,962 4% 1,139 4% 
Total  80,485  100%  28,822  100%  

Table 34 ς Year Unit Built 
Data Source: 2011-2015 CHAS 

 
 

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 27,529 34% 11,806 41% 

Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 12,479 16% 8,926 31% 

Table 35 ς Risk of Lead-Based Paint 
Data Source: 2011-2015 ACS (Total Units) 2011-2015 CHAS (Units with Children present) 
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Owner Occupied Structures Built Before 1979 With Children Present 


